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—WE DO ALL THINGS, „ pranLY BELOVED, 1 
YOUR EDIFYING. | 
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VERY 1 8 eben into ally - 
profeſſion, or engages in any of the 
employments of life, muſt propoſe to him- 
ſelf ſome and, the attainment of which — + 
would, in his eſtimation, be a ſuflicient | 1 SN 
recompence fgr his application and dill 
gence, It is dhe province of wiſlom ts 5 85 
inform us end are in themſelves 


moſt important and valuable, and by πj tt 


. 
* 


3104 
means they may be proſecuted with the 
* probability of ſucceſs. 


A wiſe man, after having fixed his re- 
gards on a worthy object, will purſue it 
with reſolution and perſeverance in the 

uſe of thoſe means which are beſt calcu- 
lated to ſecure it. And of all the objects 
which preſent themſelves to our notice, it 
mult be acknowledged that the moſt im- 
portant, and that which is worthy of our 
nobleſt exertions, is the edification of our 
fellow-creatures in knowledge, virtue, and 
true * 

H e who has choſen this, has indeed 
choſen a good part. To be engaged in 
promoting the beſt, the ſpiritual intereſts 
of mankind, is to be engaged in the moſt 
uſeful and honourable of all employments. 
This, my friends, was the employment of 
the Son of Gop while he was upon: earth; 
this was the employment of his Apoſtles 
after he left the world; and this is the em- 
ne of all thoſe who are now { cngager 


1 


in the Chriſtian miniſtry. We do all 

things, dearly beloved, for your edifying.“ 
This is the grand object of the ſeveral 
parts of the miniſterial office this is the 
grand object to which the labours of our 
lives are cheerfully devoted. 


It is, however, a melancholy reflection, 
that the beſt· intended and beſt- directed 
endeavours ſometimes fail of producing 
that ſucceſs which might have been ex- 
pected from them. Many a faithful 
miniſter has reaſon to cry out, Who 
hath believed our report, and to whom is 
the arm of the Loxp revealed?” May Gop 
Almighty grant, that the Miniſter of this 
Religious Society may have no cauſe to 
adopt this f exclamation! | 


In order to co-operate with Kink ai pro- - 
moting that intereſt, which I am con- 
vinced lies neareſt his heart, and in ſome 


imperfect degree to anſwer the deſign for- 


which, at his requeſt and yours, I have 


undertaken to-addreſs you 'on the preſent 
\ Bw. - occaſion, 


141 

occaſion, permit me to intreat your very 
candid attention, whilſt, with all poſſible 
plainneſs, I endeavour to lay before you 
ſome of the cauſes which contribute to 
obſtruct . the natural effects of public 
preaching, and to ſhew what methods are 
to be made uſe of, in order to render the 
preaching of the word ſucceſsful. | 


That the end of public preaching, 
which is the edification of Chriſtians, is 
not always completely anſwered; is to be 
attributed, I apprehend, ſometimes to the 
Miniſter, and ſometimes to the People. It 
is natural to ſuppoſe that this end will be 
obſtructed by the Miniſter, when he is def- 
titute of abilities for his employment;— 
when his labours are directed to ſome other 
object; when he inſiſts more upon the 
ſpeculative than the practical parts of reli- 
\ gion;—and above all, when his life and 
conduct are inconſiſtent n nnn 


In the firſt place 1 that igno- 
rrance in a Miniſter, as fav. as it prevails, 


* 
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tends to diſqualify him for a proper diſ- 
charge of the duties of his profeſſion, and | 
to render his preaching- in a conſiderable 

degree ineffectul. | 


There is no employment which requires 
greater natural abilities, and a more per- 
fect acquaintance with the ſeveral branches 
of divine and human erudition, than that of 
a Miniſter of religion. In a perſon of this 
character, we expect to find, ſuperadded to 
a ſolid judgment and ready comprehen- 
ſion, a knowledge of the nature of man, 
and his relation to other beings, acquired 
by ſtudy, obſervation, and experience a 
knowledge of the perfections of the Deity, 
acquired by the frequent contemplation of 
his works and a knowledge of his deal- 


ings to mankind in all ages of the world, 


together with the deſigns of his mercy 
towards them, acquired by an. attentive 
peruſal of the ſacred Scriptures in the lan- 
guages in which they were written. We 
expect, and have reaſon to expect, in the 
man who undertakes the difficult and im- 

B 3 portant 
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portant taſk of inſtructing others in reli. 
gion, a thorough acquaintance with the 
conſtitution of the human mind, with the 
nature and operation of its various paſſi- 
ons, with the manner in which it is af. 
fected in any given circumſtances, and 
with the cauſes which are calculated to 
excite in ĩt particular ——_—— 


Indeed there is ſcarcely any branch of 
ſcience, which, by a proper application, 
will not be of uſe to the perſon who is 
engaged in the work of the miniſtry. 
Such a one ought to know himſelf; to 
know human nature; to know as: much of 
Gop as is diſcoverable by the uſe of rea- 
ſon and the ſtudy of revelation; and to 
be perfectly acquainted with the terms of 
the goſpel covenant, and the methods 
which are to be made uſe of to excite men 
to comply with them. Ignorance in any 
of theſe particulars, indeed in almoſt an 
particular whatever, will in ſome meaſure 
_ leſſen his capacity for uſefulneſs. 


„ 


But who, my brethren, is ſufficient for 
theſe things? Who 1s poſſeſſed of all 
thoſe intellectual attainments which are 
to be wiſhed for in a Miniſter of Religion? 
Very few, indeed, are thus diſtinguiſhed— 
very few are capable of arriving at this 
degree of mental perfection. Shall we, 
however, through a diffidence of our abi- 
lities, relinquiſh the undertaking in which 
we are engaged? Becauſe it is not in our 
power to be as wiſe as we could wiſh to be, 
and conſequently to do all the good which 
we could defire, ſhall we decline the ſer- 
vice of the Sanctuary altogether, and not 
do the good which we are capable of per- 
forming? This, we preſume, would be a 
culpable diffidence. _ Inadequate as our 
attainments may be, we hope, by the bleſs- 
ing of Gon, our well-meant endeavours 
will not be entirely ineffectual; and we 
humbly pray that the Divine ſtrength 

may be made perfect in our weakneſs, ani 
that we may be enabled, with ſome degree 
of ſucceſs, to diſcharge the duties of that 
important ſtation in which the e | 
of Gop hath placed us, 
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But if we ſuppoſe a perſon poſſeſſed of 

a competent ſhare of knowledge for the 

miniſterial profeſſion, it is ſtill poſſible that 

he may defeat the end of public inſtruc. * 
BK tion by an improper application of it, 1 
=. it not to be feared that there are, among 
_ 2 thoſe who ſuſtain the clerical - character, 
f ſome who have other ends in view than 
the edification of their hearers in know. 
i ledge, wiſdom, and true holineſs? Is it 
not to be feared that there are ſome who 
undertake the paſtoral office, not with a 
view of making their fellow-creatures wiſe 
unto ſalvation, but from a defire of 
worldly preferment, or of diſplaying their 
abilities to the beſt-advantage? Are there 
not ſome who preach. themſelves, rather 
than CHRIS TH crucified? Much it is to be 
apprehended that this is the caſe. Much 
it is to be lamented that the miniſterial 
character ſhould be thus n ag 


The Sruntion of Proteflant Diſinring 
Miniſters precludes them from the molt 
* N | diſtant 
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diſtant ſuſpicion of ating with « view to 
their own emolument or power. And if 
they be influenced in the choice of their 
profeſſion by any other motive than a ſin- 
cere deſire of uſefulneſs, they betray” at 
leaſt as much "weakneſs of judgment as 
depravity of principle. But whatever be 

the object which any preacher has in 
view, if it be any other than the religious 
improvement of thoſe who hear him, cer- 
tain it is, that if he ſhould obtain the end 
he aims at, he will fruſtrate the great end 

of all public preaching, and inſtead of 
promoting the cauſe of true and vital chriſ- 
tianity, will greatly _ and weaken it. 


Again; Theedification of Chriſtians will 
naturally be obſtructed, when a 'Miniſter 
inſiſts more upon the ſpeculative than the 
fractical parts of religion. The great end 
for which Gop raiſed up his Son r 
Chriſt was to bleſs mankind in turning 
them away from their iniquities.” Repent- 
ance and holineſs of life were the doctrines 


which he himſelf preached ; which were 4 
preached 


* . 
. 1 * A * * . . 
* n 
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1 
preached. by John the Baptiſt his fore. 
runner, and by the Apoſtles his ſucceſſors, 
To, preach repentance and holineſs of life, 
and enforce theſe by goſpel ſanctions, muſt 
therefore be the duty of every Miniſter of 
the Goſpel. And thoſe who, inſtead of 
dwelling. upon theſe important topics, 
inſiſt chiefly upon certain unintelligible 
and incomprehenſible myſteries, can only 
be expected to fill the heads of their hear- 
ers with ſome” confuſed notions, whillt 
their hearts remain deſtitute of amiable 
and virtuous diſpoſitions. If the great end 
of publick inſtruction be the edification of 
mankind in knowledge, virtue, and piety, 
it certainly becomes public inſtructors to 
inſiſt upon ſuch topics alone as have a 
tendency to effect this deſign. Every de- 
viation from this rule muſt be RIGS 
of ſome bad conſequences. 
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a. Let every Miniſter then, who is deſirous 
of doing all things for the edification of 
his hearers, attend to the advice of St. 


Paul to _ « This is 4 faithful wh” 
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conſtantly, that they 


works. Theſe things are good and pro- 
fitable unto men; but avoid fooliſh queſ- 
tions and genealogies, and contentions and 
{trivings about the law, for they are un- 
profitabion and vain.” 


But n the end of publie inſtruc- 
tion muſt neceſſarily be defeated by a 
Miniſter, when his life and conduct are 
inconſiſtent with his profeſſion. 


If m nature were not capable of 
the ſtrangeſt inconſiſtencies, one would 
ſuppoſe it impoſſible that any one ſhould - 
be frequently employed in meditating in 
private, and diſcourſing in public, on the 
great truths of the Goſpel, . 
his heart improved, and his virtuous diſ- 
poſitions eſtabliſhed by ſuch an exerciſe.” 
Surely human nature muſt be capable of 
the ſtrangeſt inconſiſtencies, or no- one 
would ever think of inſtracung others in 
the® 


in Gop might be careful to maintain good 


an obedience to the commands of CRT, 


particular perſon, be well aſſured that his 
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12 1 
the duties of religion, who was not deter- 
mined, to the beſt of his power, to perform 
them himſelf. All the open enemies of 
_ Chriſtianity have done it leſs injury than 
ſuch falſe and perfidious friends. An ha- 
bitually vicious Miniſter - (ſorry. I am to 
ſuppoſe the exiſtence of ſuch a character 
poſſible) is the moſt odious and con- 
temptible character that can poſſibly be 
conceived, The man whoſe buſineſs and 
employment it is to recommend to others 


but whoſe own life would be a diſgrace to 
a heathen, is juſtly ere der of our * | 
vereſt cenſure. 


But at the ſame time that we allow. a 
proper indignation againſt ſuch to be not 
only excuſable, but even commendable, 
ſuffer us to caution you againſt ſuſpecting 
the integrity of any one upon flight and 
trivial grounds, Before you blame any * 


conduct and character are really blameable. 
Learn ever to diſtinguiſh between * 


89 
3 
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and faults, errors and vices, imperfettions 
and crimes. Expect no more from Mi- 
niſters, who are men of like paſſions with 
yourſelves, than the Supreme Being expects 
from you, and that is Sincerity. Where 
you have no reaſon to ſuſpect this, be not 
harſh in your judgments, but let the ſeve· 
rity of cenſure be always ſoftened. _ 
mildneſs 1 candour. 


Having thin poitited &o Hina of the 
cauſes which ſerve to obſtru&t the end of 
public preaching on the part of the Mi- 
niſter, I now proceed to conſider what 
thoſe circumſtances are which contribute 
to the ſame effect on the part of the peo- 
ple. And I believe it will be found that » 
the principal reaſons why perſons receive 
ſo little benefit from attending the public + 
ſervices of religion are, Becauſe'they will 
not apply the general inſtructions which 
they hear to their on particular caſe — 
becauſe they are lukewarm and indifferent 
with reſpect to religious matters; hecanſe 
they are under the influence of bigotry and { 4 

4 . Prejudice; 17 


2 


. 

Bee | 
5 + a 3 6 
prej udice;—or becauſe they attend the 
houſe, of Gop with wrong views, and 
_ motives. 


In the firſt place, I i that many 
return from church unedified and unim- 
proved, becauſe they will not apply the 
general inſtructions which they hear to 
their own particular caſe and circumſtan- 
ces. Sogreat a tendency have paſſion and 
| felf-love to bias the judgment, that it is 
not an eaſy matter for a perſon to form 
a true idea of his own character. We are 
too apt to be blind. to our own failings, 
and to entertain too high an opinion of 
our virtues. And the ſame cauſe which 
* leads us to form a wrong eſtimate of our 
own character, leads us to conceive an 
* equally erroneous opinion of the cha- 
racters of others. 8 


The error in degree is generally the 
ſame, but in the application of the rule of 
judgment to the different caſes, we are 
wont to invert it. Thus in judging of 

| characters, 


pa "88-8 


characters, men are apt juſt ſo much to 
magnify the imperfections of others, as 
they do their own excellencies; and to 
detract juſt ſo much from the excellencies 
of others, as they do from their own im- 
perfections. This being the caſe, it is not 
to be wondered at, that when one man 
hears certain duties recommended as of 
indiſpenſible obligation, he ſhould feel an 
anxious deſire that his Neighbour ſhould 
attend to what is delivered; and when he 
hears certain vices expoſed as deſtructive of 
happineſs, he ſhould be exceedingly ſoli- 
citous that his Neighbour ſhould: be influ- 
enced, by the conſiderations ſu ggelted, to 
alter his conduct. 1 


e 


| Many, it is to be W are under mis h 
deluſion. Like children, who are unac- 
quainted with their own features, when 
they ſee them reflected in a mirror, they _ 
have no ſuſpicion that the image is their 
own, And when this is the caſe, a a 
preacher may dwell on the great truths of 
religion with the eloquence of an angel, 


and 


. 


(us 1 
and enforce an obedience to the laws off 
rightepuſneſs with all the powers of per- 
ſuaſion, without producing any valuable 
effect. A perſon labouring under mental 
as well as bodily infirmities, muſt be ſen- 


ſible of the diſorder, before he 1 "apply 
the | | » 


Again; A ſpirit of Mkewarhn and 
indifference, with reſpect to the concern 
of religion in general, is another principal 
cauſe of the inefficacy of public preaching. 
Though the evidences and doctrines of 
Chriſtianity are better underſtood nom, 
than they were in preceding and leſs en- 
lightened periods, yet perhaps there never 
was a time when an indifference to theſe 
ſubjects was more prevalent. It is indeed 
much to be lamented that that zeal which 
is without knowledge, and has its fouy- 
dation in the paſſions, ſnould be ſo ſtrong 
and violent, when that zeal which is ac- 
cording to knowledge, and the reſult of 

the moſt impartial inveſtigation, ſhould be 
ſo weak and angel a IG a 

DRY 
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ſiaſm and ſuperſtition. are always accom- 
ied with ardour and vehemence; but 


pani 
knowledge, and liberality of ſentiment, 
ſeem to lead to coolneſs and indifference... 


The od the ne of Chil. 
tians of our denomination, by no means 
affords an exception to this obſervation. 
With a juſt abhorrence of every thing like 
bigotry and ſuperſtition, ; and with a full 
conviction that they are not a man's h- 
nions, but his diſpoſitions and ations, which 
conſtitute him good or bad, we are apt to 
forget that opinions have an influence on 
diſpoſitions and actions, and that if there be 
ſuch a thing as a zeal without knowledge, 
there is likewiſe ſuch à thing as a juſt, 
rational, prudent, and well- founded zeal. 
Far would I be from wiſhing to inculcate * 
the former, but I cannot: help obſerving, 
tllat the want of the larter is what every 
faithful Miniſter has reaſon. to complain 
of, as one of the e ebe to 

his uſefulneſs. Lanadik- 


$- '> 3 + 0 4 * 4 "= * 1＋ een "Y 
8 8 . S 


— — ß ⏑— ðg 
- » N 


bigotry and prejudice. This temper is the 


judices in favour of 
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Another thing which ſerves to defeat 4 
the end of public inſtruction, ĩs a ſpirit of 


reverſe of that laſt mentioned, and what, ! 
apprehend, Chriſtians of our particular | 
deſcription are leſs in danger of contract- 


ing. Indeed every ſpecies of prejudice is 


leſs excuſable in Proteſtant Diſſenters, 
whoſe ſeparation from the eſtabliſhment is 


grounded upon the right of free enquiry 
and private judgment, than in thoſe who 
are taught from their infancy to aſſociate 
ideas of peculiar ſanctity with certain 


forms and ceremonies, as well as doctrines 


of human 1 invention. 


And yet, my brethoen, with all our 
advantages, we are not quite free from 


* prejudices. Are there none among us 


who take up their religious 
without examination? Are there no | 
particular doctrines, 
opinions, and modes of - worſhip? +: Are 
liberal ideas of the ſervice we are now per- 
forming, as in of a moral tendency, 
» enter 


* 


1 29 ] 

entertained by all? With view of curing 
the few prejudices which we have ſtill re- 
maining, permit me to aſł you the fol- 
lowing queſtions: Do not ſome of thoſe 


| Chriſtian Churches.which practiſe the c- RE 


remony of. impoſition: of hands in ordina- 
tion, pretend to convey by ĩt very extraor- | 
dinary powers, even the Holy Ghoſt, with 
an authority to abſolve men from fin?— 
And is it quite certain that there is no one 
among us who ſuppoſes any power to be 
communicated by it? If a ſingle perſon 
entertains this idea, 1s not the continuance 
of it attended with harm? And, as it can 
do no good, is not the poſſibility of harm 
a reaſon why ĩt ſnould be wholly diſconti- 
nued :I ſpeak with leſs diffidence on 
this ſubject, as my opinion reſpecting it, 
on the preſent occaſion, is ſanctioned by 
the opinion and 3 * re r 2 


in the et * 


I would beg leave further to aſk, if the 

cuſtom which obtains among us 

of nn. the adminiſtration of Bap- 
% 0 


4190 } | 
tiſm and the Lord's Supper till after ordi- 
nation, may not ſtrengthen ſome of the 
prejudices juſt alluded to, and likewiſe | 
countenance the ſuppoſition, that there is 
ſomething more ſolemn, ſacred, and. my. 
terious, in theſe ſervices, than in the other 
parts of Chriſtian worſnip? I ſpeak with 
leſs diffidence on this ſubject likewiſe, on 
the preſent occaſion, às, to the honour of 
the good ſenſe and liberality of this Con- 


gregation, they have already ſuffered their | 


Miniſter to officiate in theſe ordinances. 


But there are prejudices of a much more 
dangerous nature than thoſe which we 
have now been conſidering, which I am 
convinced at preſent need only be juſt. 
mentioned. If we ſuppoſe the belief of 
certain doctrines to be abſolutely neceſſary 
to ſalvation, and find that the Miniſter on 
whom we attend diſbelieves them, I can- 
not ſee that we can reap any conſiderable 
advantage from his inſtructions. Such a 
prejudice as this againſt him will naturally | 
lead us to lend a very cautious ear to ww | 
| . he 
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he ſhall deliver, and to treat his diſcourſes 
with contempt. It is well if this diſpoſi- 
tion do not carry us to greater lengths. It 
is well if it do not lead us to attack His 
character, as well as his ſentiments. With 
ſuch a temper as this, it is impoſſible that 
we ſhould receive any advantage from at- 
tending the houſe _ Gon, 


But the great ang of public neil 


is then, moſt of all, likely to be fruſtrated, 
when we go to church with wrong views 
and faulty motives. If, inſtead of meeting 
together for the purpoſes of religious edi- 


fication, we are determined before-hand - 
not to relinquiſh our vices, or attend to 


any arguments which ſhall be offered to 
excite us to the practice of our duty if 


we hope to find ſome ſubject: on which to 


exerciſe our taſte for criticiſm in the man- 
ner or matter of the preacher's diſcourſe ;— 
if we want to be amuſed by ſomething new 


and curious, or entertainewith ſomething 


elegant and ſtriking;—if with any of theſe 
views we attend the houſe of Gon, or with 
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any other view whatever, except our own 
edification, it is impoſſible that the end of 
public preaching ſhould be anſwered with 
reſpect to us.—In theſe caſes, we muſt of 
neceſſity frequently return from church 
diſpleaſed and diſappointed, unimproved 
and unedified. For with whatever views 
any of us may attend upon the external 
inſtitutions of religion, certain it is that 
every faithful Miniſter of Chriſt will a aim 
at nothing but our atzen. 


Havirig thus pointed out what appear 
to me to be the moſt common cauſes which 
obſtruct the end of public preaching, 1 
ſhall cloſe the whole with an addreſs to 
you who ſtatedly attend the miniſtrations 
of religion in this place, for whoſe benefit 
theſe obſervations are particularly intended. 


To you, my friends, it is my province 
to addreſs myſelf, as your Miniſter will be 
reminded of his duty by a perſon who is 


much better qualified for the taſk. If my 
judgment be not biaſſed by affection, you 


will 
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will find him a judicious, prudent, diligent, 
and affectionate Miniſter, Of your libe- 
rality and kindneſs ſince his reſidence 
among you, he is deeply ſenſible. With 
the pleaſing proſpect of your mutual com- 
fort and happineſs, - I beg leave to lay be- 
fore you a few plain directions for your 
profitable hearing of the word, en 
on what has been delivered. 


In the firſt pics, let me intreat you to 
apply the general inſtructions you hear in 
public to your own particular caſes and 
circumſtances;—endeavour to become ac- 
quainted with your true ſtate and character; 
Then any virtue is inſiſted upon, or any 
vice expoſed, aſk yourſelves impartially, 
“Am ] poſſeſſed of this virtue, or am I 
addicted to this vice?” - hen the awful 
ſanctions of the goſpel are laid before you, 
aſk yourſelves impartially, if they have had 
a proper effect upon your paſt conduct, 
and determine for the future frequently to 
meditate upon them, to preſerve you from 
fainting 1 in your duty et all tunes apply 


every „* 
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every thing which is ſaid to yourſelves, 
When your conduct does not come up to 
the ſtandard which is laid down, endeavour ! 
to rectify it, and determine, by the grace 
of Gop, to become ſtedfaſt, immoveable, 
always nan g in the work of the Lord.“ 


In the ſecond place, permit m me to caution 
you - againſt that indifference to religion 
which 1s ſo prevalent, and to recommend 
to your cultivation a prudent, rational, 
well-founded, and well-directed zeal. 


Charity, my friends, and true Chrif- 
tian zeal, are ſo far from being-incompa- 
tible, that one is a branch and modifica- 
tion of the other. For what is that zeal 
which Chriſtianity inſpires? It is an ar- 
dent deſire to promote the beſt intereſts of 
mankind; to contribute to their eternal 
happineſs. The want of this is the 
ſtrongeſt evidence we can give of the want 
of genuine philanthropy. Be zealous there- 
fore in the profeſſion---above all, be zealous 
in the 4 ce of religion. 
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public worſhip, and not to forſake the 
aſſembling. of yourſelves —— as the 
manner of o many 18.” There is no 


duties, which does not furniſh time for this, 
if inclination be not wanting. Be more- 
over zealous to preſerve the religion of Jeſus 
in its primitive purity and ſimplicity. 


A conduct agreeable to this advice 10 


tain the character of Proteſtant Diſſenters. 
The cauſe in which we are engaged, I 
cannot but conſider as the beſt cauſe in the 


cauſe of truth, liberty, and genuine chriſti- 


candid of every denomination; and I con- 


ſers of them are at this time employing the 
moſt effectual means to render them the 
- objects 


Let me particularly recommend it to 
jou to be conſtant in your attendance on 


ſituation in life, however indiſpenſible its 


peculiarly incumbent upon us who ſuſ- 


world, —as in a very emphatical ſenſe the 

anity. The principles which we have 
eſpouſed require only to be generally 
known, to be admired by the liberal and 


gratulate you, my brethren, that the oppo- 


, 
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objects of public attention. By their inju. | 
dicious exertions to prevent the repeal of 
ſtatutes which ſtand as a ſtriking exception 
to the general liberality of the times, and 
by the extreme futility of the argument; 
which they urge in oppoſition to your 
equitable demands; arguments axhich are 


as applicable to any degree of '' poſitive | 
puniſhment, as to that negative puniſh- 


ment which theſe laws inflict on nothing 
but wiſdom and integrity; and which, if 
carried to their full extent, would even 
juſtify the perſecution of the Chriſtians by 
the heathen emperors; — by theſe means, 1 
ſay, they are bringing our principles into 
public view, and promoting the free diſ - 
cuſſion of them, and thus ſerving the cauſe 
of religious truth and liberty, in a much 
more effectual manner than they could 
have done, by uniting with us in endea- 
vouring to procure a repeal of the dne. 
10us Katutes 3 in . 


And wh are thoſe principles which 
2 aher. Proteſtants oppoſe with mat 
| mu 
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much acrimony, and by that very oppoſi- 
tion are, I truſt, contributing to propagate? 
They may be compriſed in theſe twoplain 
and ſimple articles, That the Bible oniy is the 
religion of Protefiants,—and that there are 
ſome things in the eccleſiaſtical eſtabliſh- - 
ment of this country (which was modelled 
more than two centuries ago) which can- 
not be proved to have any foundation in 
reaſon or ſcripture. 'Theſe are the prin- 
ciples which they conſider as of ſo alarm- 
ing a tendency, ' but which however we 
avow, and glory in; and we feel our confi- 
dence in the profeſſion of them confirmed, 
by obſerving” that the ableſt apologiſts for 
the Church of England, as by 'law eſta- 
bliſhed, reſt the weight of their defence 
upon principles 'which, if they are apph- 
cable to any one eccleſiaſtical eſtabliſhment, 
are equally applicable to all, whether hea- 
then or chriſtian, which no are, ever 
were, or ever will be ſupported by the civil 
power in any part of the world. We con- 
ſider religious integrity as the-moſt ſacred 
of all obligations; and if there be but a 
„ TT; 
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cenſure, reproach, and a ſpecies of perſe- 
cution, we merit approbation, reſpect, 
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fngle propoſition which we do not believe, 


out of thoſe hundreds, to all of which the 


eſtabliſhed Clergy of this country declare 
their unfeigned aſſent and conſent, we feel | 
ourſelves bound—bound by à regard to 

truth, to avow ourſelves Diſſenters. In 
doing which, we think, inſtead of deſerving 


confidence, and encouragement. 


' Surely, my friends, theſe are principles 
which (fo long as we are not wanting in 
eſteem and affection for thoſe who think 
differently from ourſelves) we need not be 
aſhamed of publicly profeſſing and openly 
vindicating. Let us then,-whilft we hold 
them, with a manly fortitude aſſert and 
defend them; at the ſame time never loſing 
fight of this great truth, That the end of all 
religious principles is to inſpire a religious 


conduct, — that ſpeculation is only uſeful as 


it is ſubſervient to practice, - and that the 
nobleſt virtue which can adorn a man or 
a Chriſtian is Charity, oh 

* I obſerve 


. | * : 
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I obſerve further, that bigotry and preju- 

dice are almoſt as fatal to moral and reli- 
gious improvement, as lukewarmneſs-ard 
indifference. - Thoſe ſentiments which are 
not the reſult of our own enquiry, are not 

our own, but the ſentiments of others; they 
may be right, or they may be wrong: but 
if they ſhould be founded in truth, there is 
no merit in. our embracing them without 
examination. To ſee with the eyes of 
others, and to uſe their underſtanding 1 in- 

ſtead of our own, is highly unbecoming us 

as reaſonable creatures, and as Chriſtians, 
In all religious matters then, my brethren, 
examine and judge for yourſelves, and be 
not afraid of following the truth wherever 
it may lead you. If the ſentiments of 
your Miniſter ſhould happen in any in- 
ſtance not to coincide with your own, ſuf- 
fer him, as long as he does it with modeſty 
and candour, openly to declare what he 
thinks to be true and important, and 
condemn not his opinions till you have 
maturely weighed them, and are able to 


anſwer the arguments by which they are 
ſupported. 
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ſupported. If you purſue this era 
conduct, there is great reaſon to hope that 
your Miniſter's labours among you will be 


ſucceeded by your edification. 


Permit me to inn you, in the laſt 


place, againſt going to church with Wrong 
views and faulty motives. Let me intreat 


you particularly to guard againſt that lone 
> novelty with which perſons of our de- 
*nomination have frequently, but I hope 
unjuſtly, been charged. To gratify this 
principle upon ſubjects of religion 1 18, un- 
neceſſary, and indeed impoſſible. We do 
Ml | not profeſs to teach you any new doctrines, 
0 but to call your attention to truths which 
þ were revealed almoſt eighteen centuries 


'q e We do all things, dearly beloyed, for 
5 your ediſying. If we imagined that it 
would be equally uſeful to you, we would 
ſometimes endeavour to entertain you 
with · metaphyſical and philoſophical ſpe- 
ol culations. But, my friends, we have 

q | much 


1 


much higher and nobler aims in view: than 
merely your entertainment. We want to 
make you wiſe unto falyation, '—wo ſeek 
not your preſent, but. your. eternal. felicity z 
and in order to promote this, we inſiſt 
chiefly upon thaſe ſubjects which we deem 
of the greateſt, importance. I doubt not 
but your attention has been often directed 
to the virtues of humility, benevolence, 
temperance, mutual forbearance, reſigna- 
tion to the will of Gon, love to Him and 
Car1sT, and, what ought to b& the cha- 
racter of every other virtue, Sincerity. 1 
doubt not but you have often been re- 
minded of the ſhortneſs of life, the cer. 
tainty of death, the pruhiſes which are 
made to the righteous, and the threaten- 
ings which are denounced againſt the 
wicked. This your Miniſters have done, 
« dearly beloved, for your edifying; and in 
this they have ſhewn themſelves: faithful 
ſtewards of the manifold grace of Gon, 
Miniſters that need not be altamed; rightly 
dividing the word of n . 
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And at the ſame time that I caution you 
againſt that unreaſonable deſirs of novelty, 


which is ſo contrary to the views with J 
which we ought to attend upon the inſſi. 
tutions of religion, let me intreat you tu 
exerciſe candour towards your miniſter, 


with reſpe& both to his private conduct 
and public inſtructions. As the advantage 
which you will receive from his ſervice 
depends much upon the opinion which 
you form of his character, entertain for 
him ſentiments of eſteem and regard. 


Believe me, à conſcientious upright 
Miniſter is deſerving of your warmeſt af- 
fection. Such I really believe you have, 
and I doubt not your endeavours tg,r 
his life agreeable and happy. Be candid, 
then, in your judgment concerning every 
part of his conduct; —be defirous of ren- 
dering his ſituation among you as com- 
fortable as poſſible ;—love him as your 
friend, —eſteem him as your guide, re- 
ſpe& him as the ſervant of CHriſt,—as 
engaged in the moſt uſeful and a 
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of all employments; and, oh! let me intreat 
you above all things, —as what will fill 
him with the greateſt ſatisfaction here, 
and be his crown of rejoicing hereafter, 
as what will animate his nobleſt exertions, 
and be conſidered as the beſt reward of the 
labours of his life, —let me intreat you to 
follow his inſtructions, and to be in all 
reſpects ſuch manner of perſons as he 
adviſes you to be; and then neither his 
preaching, nor your hearing, will be vain , 
and ineffectual, but you will be mutual 


helpers of each other's joy; you will tread *- 


the path of life together in peace and har- 
mony; and you will be for ever happy 
together in the realms of perfect peace and 
bleſſedneſs. 


Which may Gop of his infinite mercy 
grant! Amen. | 
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Ma. JARDINE's REPLIES « 
mY # TO THE 


QUESTIONS PROPOSED TO HIM. 


A ADDRESS Ce. 


My FeLLow CHRISTIANS, 3 


HEN our Lord Jeſus Chriſt had, 

with the greateſt fidelity to Gop® 
and kindneſs to men, finiſhed the infinitely 
important work for which he came into 

the world, and aſcended to heaven, St. 
Paul informs us, Eph. iv. 8, &c. © he gave 
apoſtles, and prophets, and &vangeliſts, 
and paſtors, and teachers, for the perfect- 
ing of the ſaints, for the work of the 
miniſtry, for the edifying of his body ;” 
i. e. to enlarge and build up in knowledge, 
faith, love, and univerſal holineſs, the 
Church, of which he is the head, and which 
is as dear to him as his body ! 


Of the various miniſters which Chriſt 
appointed to theſe purpoſes, all were ex- 
traordinary, and deſigned to continue only 
for a ſhort time, beſides paſlors and teachers. 

| . It 
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| It may likewiſe be obſerved, that apoſtles, 

= prophets, and evangeliſts, were not ſettled, 

but itinerant miniſters, who went about 

to preach the goſpel in different countries, 

| and ſpread it through the world. And 

| Wherever they converted any number to 

"  thefaith, particular churches were formed, 

and paſtors ordained or appointed in them, 
b e under their direction, and always 

y the choice of the people, who conſti- 

| tuted thoſe churches, to watch over them, 

inſtruct them in the principles of chriſti- 

anity, and adminiſter its ordinances among 
them,* 


Thoſe ſtated miniſters, denominateg paſ- 
tors and teachers in the place befofe men- 
tioned, we find in other places ſtiled elders 
(in the original preſbyters) and Biſhops, 
who with deacons, to take care of the 
poor, and manage the temporal affairs of 
Chriſtian ſocieties, are the only. miniſters 

and officers appointed by Chriſt, to con- 
tinue with them through all ages. 


* King's Conſt, Chriſtian Church, p. 23. f Phil, i. . 
| That * 


39 1 


were the ſame perſons, or miniſters of the 
ſame order in thoſe days, is evident from 
ſeveral paſſages of the New Teſtament, | 
and particularly from the xxth chapter of - 
the Acts, where the miniſters Ee in the 
17th verſe are ſtiled elders, in the 28th 
are ſtiled b;/bops; ſo it is in the original, 
Our tranſlators have rendered it overſcers; 
| had they rendered the word there, as they 
have in all other places, it would have 
appeared to common Chriſtians that elders _ 
or preſbyters and biſhops were the fame 
perſons. Where it may be further ob- 
| ſerved, that when a diſtinftiop” came to 


for a conſiderable time, on account of the 
ſtations or particular offices that were aſ- 
ſigned them,. and not of any difference 
ſuppoſed to be in their order.“ | 


The ſame was the caſe at the time of the 
Reformation from Popery, even in the 


* See Lord King's Conſt. of the Primitive Church, ch. ir. 


That elders, or preſbyters and biſhops, ' 


be made between them, it was at firſt, and 


Church 
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Church of England;“ as it is at this day 
in ſeyeral Proteſtant churches, where hi- 
ſhops are conſidered only as preſidents or 
ſyperintendants. But in proceſs of time, 


as ſuperſtition invaded the church, and 


ambition took poſſeſſion of the hearts of 
Chriſtians, ſome churches aſſumed a pre- 
eminence to other churches, and ſome 
miniſters a ſuperiority of order to other 
miniſters; and even claimed an excluſive 
right of inveſting men with authority to 
preach the goſpel, and mini its ordi- 
gances. 


To what an height thoſe claims have 
grown in molt parts of the Chriſtian world, 
and what ſtupendous power ſome, at this 
day, pretend to poſſeſs, even that of com- 
municating the Holy Ghoſt by the impoſition 
of their hands, whereby men are empowered 


to forgive or retain the ſins of their fellow- 


Chriſtians, I preſume I need not particu- 


larly inform this congregation, as I am 


®* Inſtitution of a Chriſtian Man, by Cranmer, Latimer, 
and other Biſhops; and Neal's Hiſt, Paritans, vol 3 p. 50 


perſuaded, 
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perſuaded, after what has heen ſaid, I need 
not, that e pretend to no ſuch power; 
we aſſume no authority over Chriſtian 
Churches or Miniſters, nor have we the 
vanity to think that we can communicate 
any miniſterial gifts or graces to them. 
Theſe we believe to be effects of the bleſs- 

ing of God, on the uſe of the means of 
ſpiritual improvement, which he has af- 
forded them; and when a Church or Soci- 
ety of Chriſtians has choſen ſuch a perſon 
for their Paſtor, and he accepted” their 
invitation, nothing more is neceſſary to 

conſtitute the relation between them. 


But as the ſettlement of a Paſtor with _, 

a Chriſtian Church is a very momentous 
tranſaction, in which the duty, comfort, 
and happineſs of both are greatly inte- 
reſted; it appears very becoming, on ſuch 
an occaſion, to ſet apart ſome time for 
peculiar exerciſes. of religion, and to invite 
other miniſters to aſſiſt in carrying them 
on; e. g. *in pointing out their mutual 
duties, —exhorting them to a faithful diſ- 
charge 


* 
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charge of them,—and joining with then 
in earneſt ſupplications to heaven, for ſuc. 
ceſs in the great cauſe in which they are 
mutually engaged, and ans to haue 
thoroughly at heart.“ 

Such, my friends, are the grand der, 
of our appearing in this place, at the te- 
queſt of the Miniſter, and agreeably to the 
deſire of the Congregation which has lately 
choſen him their Paſtor; to which let me 
add the promotion of decency, harmony, 
and brotherly love, in our churches.” — 
While we diſclaim all pretenſions to domi- 
nion over the faith of our fellow-Chriſt- 
1ans, it is the deſire of our hearts, and 
would give us exquiſite pleaſure, to be 


| promoters of their ſpiritual peace and joy! 


And now, my dear Friend and Brother, 
ſuffer me, agreeably to theſe declarations, 
to aſſure you, that ſo far from demanding 
your aſſent to any articles of doubtful dif- 


putation, we do not defire to know your 


ſentiments on points of divinity, concern- 
EN ing 
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ing which wiſe and good men among us 
differ. Requiſitions of that nature we 
think unfriendly to Chriſtian fellowſhip, 
and inconſiſtent with the liberal ſpirit of 
the goſpel. We are ſatisfied with the con- 
viction, that you believe the Scriptures to 
contain a faithful account of the Chriſtian 
religion, and will draw your inſtructions 
from them, which your engaging in the 


miniſtry among the Proteſtant Diſſenters 


gires us —As a ſubject in which we 
ſeem to be more immediately concerned, 

and which may contribute more to edifi- 
cation, will you pleaſe to lay before us a 
general account of the motives which have 
induced you to engage in the miniſtry, and 
undertake the paſtoral care of a Chriſtian 
church? 


ANSWER. 

Thus called upon to give a general ac- 
count of my views in engaging in the 
Chriſtian miniſtry, I will moſt readily laß 
them before this aſſembly. ' Appearing as 
a teacher of religion among the Proteſtant 

Dilſenters, 


* 
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Diſenters, I ſhall not be ſuſpected of being 
actuated by motives of wealth, power, or 
ambition. Were theſe the objects of my 
purſuit, I have choſen a courſe in which! 
am moſt unlikely to ſucceed, In the ſitu- 
ation of a Diſſenting Miniſter, there is 
little to tempt the mercenary, to allure 

the ambitious, to flatter the vain, or to 
ſoothe the indolent. Theſe conſiderations 


were preſent to my mind when I entered 
upon this profeſſion, 


So far as I am acquainted with the mo- 
tives of my conduct, the following were 
my views when I undertook the office 
of a teacher of religion. My #nclination 
prompted me to chuſe this more retired 
walk, apprehending at the ſame time, that 
in it I ſhould be expoſed to the influence 
of fewer temptations than in many others; 
that here I ſhould enjoy more favourable 
opportunities for mental improvement, 
and for attending to thoſe ſubjects, which 
were in my view moſt pleaſing and im- 
portant, wy 
With 


U 
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With theſe conſiderations, JI connected 
the proſpect of rendering the improvement 
of my own mind ſubſervient to the advan- 
tags, of others. Contemplated in this 
twofold point of view, the fituation of 3 
miniſter of religion appeared to me deſi- 
rable; viz. as affording me the means of 
gratifying my own diſpoſition of mind, 
and of being inſtrumental, under the 
bleſſing of Heaven, in inſtructing others 
in the paths of knowledge and virtue. 


The nearer the period approached, when 
I was to enter upon the public exerciſe of 
my profeſſion, and the more cloſely I ap- 
plied to the ſtudy of the chriſtian ſcriptures, 
the more was I convinced that many reli- 
gious opinions prevailed among Chriſtians 
which were highly injurious to the inte- 
reſts of the goſpel, and detrimental to 
human virtue and happineſs. The office 
of a Chriſtian miniſter afforded an op- 
portunity of oppoſing theſe pernicious. 
errors with the greateſt probability of ſuc- 
ceſs, and of * to diffuſe that light 
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of divine truth which had long been ob- 
ſcured by the prejudices, the intereſts, and 
the paſſions of men. 


_ What RE 1-4 ſo pleaſing in proſpect, 
I now actually enjoy. I engage in the 
duties of my employment with delight; 
I conſider it peculiarly worthy of my 
ſtrongeſt exertions, to ſeek for the evidence 
of truth, to point out its ſhining light to 
others, and to attempt to impreſs upon 
their minds the unequalled importance of 

a virtuous 1s temper and conduct. 


QuzsTION II. 


Since your defiring us, who have no 
commiſſion from the civil powers, nor 
countenance from the church eſtabliſhed 
by law, to aſſiſt you by our advice and 
prayers on this ſolemn occaſion, implies 
that you chuſe to exerciſe your miniſtry 
among the Proteſtant Diſſenters, will you 
favour us with a few of the reaſons which 
have cauſed you to make that choice? _ 
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AN SWER. . * 
My thanks, and the thanks of the So- 
ciety who have choſen me as their Paſtor, 
are due to you, Sir, and the other Gentle- 
men, who have diſcovered ſuch a friendly | 
diſpoſition to aſſiſt us by your advice, and 
to implore the bleſſing of the - Great Su- 
preme upon the connection that 1s formed 
between us. Moſt willingly, when thus 
called upon, will I lay before this aſſembly, 
a few of the reaſons which determined me 
to exerciſe my miniſtry among Proteſt- 
ant Diſſenters. 


Far be it from me to caſt any unfriendly 
reflection upon honeſt and upright men 
in any church under heaven. If, as far as 
they are able, they have diveſted themſelves 
of prejudice, that they might examine into 
the true nature of the church of Chriſt; 
—if, in conſequence of ſuch a candid exa- 
mination, an eſtabliſhed mode of religion 
be not in their opinion repugnant to the 
deſign of the Great Founder of the Chriſt- 
ian ſyſtem;—if, with the full aſſent and 

conſent 
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conſent of their minds, they believe the 
articles, “ the creeds, and the public formu- 
laries of any particular church to be true; 
— if, with theſe views, they join themſelves 
to this church, not ſolely for the fake of 
temporal emolument, but principally for 
the ſake of doing good to mankind;=—if 
they are examples to their . flocks of the 
virtues of the' goſpel, and behave with 
Chriſtian benevolence to thoſe who differ 
from them in opinion ;—they are certainly 
entitled to reſpect ; and God forbid that 
I ſhould ever withhold it from them. 


C — 


Waving all lefſer objections, I will only 
mention my great determining motives for 
taking up my lot * the Proteſtant 
Diſſenters. 2435 


® Dr. Punterees, in an Appendix to his Defencet of Uni- 
tariani/m for the years 1788 and 1789, has given us an te- 
count of the different ſenſes in which a ſubſcription to_the 
thirty-nine articles has been vindicated by Divines of the 
Church of England; theſe different ſenſes amount in number 
to fourteen, Upon this curious fact the Doctor forbears to 
make any remarks; he however very juſtly adds, that ** many 
and painful des ut N of honor and 
reflection.“ 


1 
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1 cannot achnowledge any right in the civil | 
fewer 70 interfere in matters of religion. 
Religion is a perfonal concern between a 
man and his God. It arifes from certain 
ideas he may have formed of a fupreme 
Creator and Governor of the world. He 
believes that this great Being has pre- 
ſcribed a law, to regulate his heart and 
conduct, enforced by ſanctions that are 
derived from rewards and puniſhments, to 
be diſtributed by God himſelf in -anather 
world, The great Lawgiver of the uni- 
verſe has not delegated to any human 
power whatever, an authority to interfere 


in theſe private concerns; wheneyer there. 


fore the civil magiſtrate aſſerts ſuch a pre- 
rogative in religious OIL the — 
is unwarrantable. | 


When confidered as a queſtion of fact, 
ecclefiaſtical eftabliſhments have always been 
prejudicial to the intereſts" of truth. The 
Chriſtian Religion never ſpread with ſuch | 
rapidity, as when unſupported by civil 


power. Depending upon the convincing 


E cui 
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evidence of its truth, the excellence of iu 


nature, and the Providence of its Divine | 


Author, it met with its moſt ſignal ſuc. 
ceſs when the world was in arms to 
oppoſe it. Glorious were the conqueſt 
of the religion of Chriſt, when oppoſed by 
temporal power. Far different have been 
the effects of their alliance. They are ſuch 
as give us a melancholy aſſurance, that 
the friendſhip of the world has been en- 
mity to the Chriſtian Cauſe, Chriſtian 


countries for many centuries have been 


covered with the thick clouds of ignorance 
and ſuperſtition. The Scriptures have been 
locked up from the unhallowed hands. of 
the common people. The light of philo- 
ſophy has been carefully ſhut out. - The 
blood of thouſands has been ſpilled. And 
many relics of antichriſtian corruptions 

and idolatry ſtill remain, which, without 
ſuch an ally, would never have exiſted, or 
would have been deſtroyed long ere this by 
the power of truth, 


The laſt reaſon I ſhall now mention for | 


exerciſing my miniſtry among Proteſtant 
: Dienten, 
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Diſſenters, is, that I diſapprove of many dot- 
trines contained in the Articles and Liturgy 
of the Eftabliſhed Church of England; —doc- 
trines manifeſtly of human invention; 
which have no foundation in the Chriſtian 
Scriptures; which give erroneous and un- 
worthy repreſentations of the great Parent 
of the Univerſe ; which exert an injurious 
influence upon the hearts and morals of 
"mankind ; and which retard the Rn 
of Chriſtianity in the world. 


Theſe, Sir, are ſome of _ reaſons which 
determined me to connect myſelf with 
Proteſtant Diſſenters. I triumph in the 
choice I have made. I examine the Scrip- 
tures with an unfettered mind. I form 
my own ſentiments concerning their con- 
tents. I declare publicly and unreſervedly. 
what appears to me truth. And I am 
reſponſible to no power under heaven for 
the opinions J maintain. 


— from « Sermon lately delivered by | 
Mr. Brrsn aui to the ſupporters of the New College, Hackney, , 
On the Importance of Truth, and the Duty of making an 
E 2 open 
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| Quxsriox III. 

Do you acknowledge yourſelf, in the 
preſence of God and this aſſembly, to he 
under facred obligations to diſcharge the 
various duties of a Chriſtian Miniſter in 
tile 

«« open profeſſion of it,” contains ſo happy an liftratad 
theſe ſentiments, and fo accurate a deſcription of the paſt and 
preſent ſtate of my own mind, that I take the liberty of inte. 


ducing it here, as a compenſation for the delay of this pub- 
lication— 


« There are none who ſet a higher value upon truth, and 
none who are ſo well qualified to judge of its comparative ex- 
cellence, as the perſons who have been the practical diſciples 
of error. Let thoſe then whoſe minds have been perplexed 
concerning the proper object of religious worſhip, who hare 
been anxious to pay to each of three ſuppoſed divine perſons 

the homage due to them, but doubtful how to regulate their 
addreſſes, and fearful of offending one by undae attention to 
another: Let thoſe whoſe feelings have dictated what they dit 
not avow, nor even think that they have felt, that the ſomi · 
dable chimera of their imaginations, to which they have an- 
nexed the name of God the Father, was a mercileſs tyrant; 
who have believed that he treated his intelligent offspring 3 
no kind human parent would have treated his children, not 
any juſt and good governour his ſubjes who were ſecretly 
wiſhing, though they dare not believe that they wiſhed, that 
the reins of univerſal government were in better hands bo, 
with aching hearts, have viewed an omnipotent God, mark- 
ing witha jealous and inexorable eye every inſtance of human 
frailty and folly ;=who have been harraſſed . 
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we church which hath addon you its 


raſtor —diligently to apply to the ſtudy _ 
, the holy ſcriptures, and to ſuch other 
exerciſes as may conduce to your doing it 
in the moſt uſeful manner; — and while you 


doubts, whether they were in the number of the choſen few, 
or doomed to eternal miſery by an irreſiſtible and arbitrary 
decree for the fin of another: — Let ſuch (and ſome who now 
hear me, know that I am not deſcribing a fictitious character) 
declare the ſatisſaction they felt when brought ut of this 
darkneſs into marvellous light; when reſcued from this more 
than Egyptian bondage into a new and glorious liberty; 
when, by the bleſſing of God upon their religious enquiries, 
they were led to form juſt ſentiments of religion, to entertain 
im conviction of the abſolute unity of God, of his conſum- 
mate wiſdom, of his boundleſs goodneſs, of the equity of his 
government, of the reaſonableneſs of his law, and of his in- 
dulgent regard to the frail and erring children of men: Let 
them declare which of theſe two oppoſite ſyſtems has the moſt 
direct tendency to animate, to cheer, and to purify the heart, 
toinſpire confidence in Gon, and benevolence to Man, to make 
obedience a pleaſure, to pour balm into the wounded ſpirit, 
and to diffuſe a pleaſing tranquility over the mind incapable of 
being diſcompoſed by the ſtorms of life: And let them ſay, 
whether the acquiſition and profeſſion of theſe juſt and elevating 
ſentiments be not well worth any labour, or any ſacrifice which 
they may coſt ; and whether they do not naturally raiſe the ge- 


nerous wiſh, that all who are acquainted with the goſpel may 


entertain the ſame rational and amiable views. of its divine 
doftrine, and may unite with one accord in aſcribing glory | 
to God in the higheſt, becauſe there bens on earth, and 
good will to men,” 

E 3 reſolve 


1 
reſolve to lead an exemplary life in gener 
will you particularly endeavour to live in 
harmony with your brethren in the mi 
niſtry, and, as much as lieth in you, i 
peace with Chriſtians of all characters aj: 
denominations, and even with all men? 


| ANSWER. 

Standing in the preſence of the Gu 
Being, . who ſearcheth the hearts of 'men, 
and in the preſence of this aſſembly, who 
are witneſſes to my declarations, and many 
of whom will be the future witneſſes af 
my conduct, I acknowledge myſelf to be 

under the moſt ſolemn engagements to 
diſcharge the duties of a Chriſtian Munſter 

in this church,—1 ſhall engage in the d- 
ligent ſtudy of the ſacred Scriptures, not 
only from motives of duty, but allo « 
delight. The inveſtigation of the con- 
tents of the New Teſtament. is my fi 
vourite employment, whence I. derive. 
much higher pleaſure than from any of 
my other literary purſuits.. I truſt it wil 

appear to be an object habitually in m 

8 View, 
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view, to enlarge my underſtanding, and to 
cultivate my mind. | 


As a Profeſſor of the Goſpel of Chriſt, I 
avow my determination to wear every 
badge that may diſtinguiſh me as his diſ- 
ciple; and ſuſtaining a public character in 
his church, I am under peculiar obliga- 
tions to hold forth an example of every 
chriſtian virtue. With regard to my 
brethren in the miniſtry, I can only ſay, 
that ſo far as they act worthy of their pro- 
feſſion, they ſhall receive from me every 
mark of attention. If they are diligent in 
examining, faithful in avowing, and coura- 
geous in ſuffering for what they apprehend 
to be the truth of the Goſpel, the friend 
ſhip of ſuch. truly venerable characters 
will be, in my eſtimation, among the moſt 
happy circumſtances of my life. So far 
as is conſiſtent with a determined, though 
candid oppoſition to prevailing errors in 
doctrine, in worſhip, and in practice, it is 
my warm deſire to live in Den __ * 
mony with all mankind. | 
| derne. 
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| As difficulties and dangers, that n ain 
fortitude, patience, and ſtrit fidelity, at. 
tend moſt important and uſeful. employ. 
| ments, and may well be expected in the 
nminiſtry of the goſpel in its ſimplicity and 

| purity; permit me to aſk you in the laſt 

place, whether you are reſolved, by divine 
aſſiſtance, though ſuch difficulties and 

temptations ſhould ariſe, to maintain/your 

fidelity to your Lord, by a ſteady. adhe- 
rence to the cauſe of liberty, a and 
. Chriſtianity? 


AnsweR. 


ta am well aware, Sir, that my employ- 
ment may ſubject me to difficulties and 
| dangers, which will require fortitude, pa- 
tience, and fidelity; eſpecially theſe may 
be expected by thoſe who eſteem it their 
duty to make a candid and unreſervei 
avowal of what appears to them truth and 
pure Chriſtianity, 1 {hall maintain the 
| "IF 


12 
Unity of the great God and Governor of 
the univerſe, vindicate this prumary article 


of Chriſtianity from the many corrupt te- 
Chriſtians to return from all antichriftian 


Father of our Lord Jeſus: I ſhall repreſent 
Jeſus the Chrift as his ſervant and meſ- 
ſenger, as a man approved of God by merathes, 


bs: wo Ba. . r ” =_— c A 


miſſion were, to publiſh to the world, that 


is ever ready to pardon and receive to his 
favour all who abandon their vices, and 


out by his precepts and example the path 
of reftitude;---to'confirm by his death the 
divinity of his miſſion, and the truth of his 
doctrine; to afford by his reſurrection a 
firm and unqueſtionable proof of a future 
ſtate of exiſtence, and a moſt affecting 
and influential motive toa life of benin 


| .. 


nets that prevail in the world, and exhort 
worſhip, to the worſhip of the God and 


God, the benevolent Parent of the univerſe, 


return to obedience and virtue; to marx 


hin. I ſhall declare that the objects of his | 
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By maintaining theſe important truths 
and ſeparating them from other doctrines 
that have received the ſanction of ages, I. 
ſhall expoſe myſelf to calumny and oppo. 
ſition; yet I ſhall eſteem it my indiſpen- 
fible duty to avow them without nen 
ent. or diſguiſe. 


Since nothing i is loſt wa] a firm adherence 
to truth and conſcience, it is my fixed de- 
termination, under the favour of Heaven, 
to perſevere in diſcovering my fidelity to 

my Divine Lord; to value truth higher 
than all the bleſſings of life; to avoid error 
and infincerity, rather than diſgrace and 
obloquy; and to ſtand in defence of pure 
and undefiled Chriſtianity, unſeduced by 
the ſmiles of men, and-unterrified by their 
frowns; ſimply ſeeking the plaudits of a 
faithful and gracious Maſter, who has pro- 
miſed a erown and a 1 to all his ſteady 

| * > 


May 1 intreat a a Haga in the * wiſhes | 


ond prayers of you my Fathers and Bre- 
thren 
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thren in the miniſtry, that no difficulty 
may deter me, that no temptation may 
allure me from the path of rectitude? 


May I be permitted, before I conclude, to 


addreſs a few words to the Chriſtian Society | 


who have choſen me as their Paſtor ?—— 
I cordially thank you for your candour, 
your liberality, and your friendſhip, fince 
I have taken up my reſidence among you. 
May I hope that you will exerciſe ſtill the 
ſame indulgence and affection, by which 
you will contribute to the cheerful dif- 
charge of my duty, under the many diffi- 
culties, diſcouragements, and preſſures, to 
which a Chriſtian Miniſter 1s frequently 
ſubje&t? Your improvement is the great 
object of my life, and to promote it will be 
my principal fource of earthly happineſs. 


Finall, Brethren, be perfeft, be of g 
comfort, be of one mind, live in peace, and the 
God of love and peace ſhall be with you. 


Tusk 
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themſelves, and ſuitable to the Chriſtian 


as a brother in the miniſtry of the goſpel; 
in which; no doubt, all of that character ? 


ccc 
5 


f. % j :- 
Tuxsx declarations, dear Sir, {6 juſt in 


converſation you have maintained, muſt 
give pleaſure to the friends of true reli. 


edge of your qualifications properly to 


diſcharge the duties of the important 
office you have undertaken, will, I am 


convinced, induce the Miniſters who ate 


principally engaged in conducting the ſer- 
vices of this day, cordially to embrace you 


preſent will affectionately concur with 


them, as Tam perſuaded the whole of this 


aſſembly will heartily join in recommend- 


ing you and your congregation? 0 the 
n g of God. 


Baut before we engage in that ſolemn 

exerciſe, I muſt take the liberty to ad- 
dreſs a few words 'to the .people, who 
conſtitute ' that congregation to which 
J hope they will give Rrighs and candid | 
attention. | 
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„„ 
It is not, my dearly beloved Friends, with 


4 view to defcribe your duty in general as 


Chriſtians, or to give you particular direc- 
tions for profitably attending the miniſ- 
trations of religion, that I requeſt your 
attention a few moments; this has been 
done already with judgment and affection; 


but to turn your thoughts to the duties 


which ariſe out of the relation that exiſts 


between you and your miniſter, which are 


enforced by the tranſactions of this day. 


Particular duties ſpring out of this, as 
well as other important relations in hu- 
man life. They are different to the diffe- 
rent parties between whom the relation is 


formed, but the obligation on each is the 


ſame, or their duties are reciprocal; e. g. 


As your Miniſter is, by reading, medita- | 
tion, and prayer, to prepare for the public ' 
exerciſe of his miniſtry. in the beſt manner 


he is able, and engage in it regularly and 


ſeriouſly on all appointed ſeaſons, ſo you 


are to attend on it conſtantly, decently, 


and in due time, that divine worſhip may - 
1 
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not be interrupted, but that you may, with 
one heart and one mouth, glorify Gop, even 
the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chrift, by join. 
ing in all the branches of it. As he is to 
_ cheriſh in his breaſt an ardent deſire of 
your improvement, comfort, and happi- 
_ neſs, and uſe all the means in his power 
to promote them, ſo you are to gratify 
that defire, by growing in all chriſtian 
excellence, and affording him the delight- 
ful hope of meeting you at the right hand 
of Chriſt, as his joy and crown of rejoicing 
for ever! | 


As your Paſtor is to watch over you 
with a faithful and tender ſpirit, rejoicing 
in your proſperity, ſympathiſing with you 
in your afflictions, warning you of threat- 
ening evils, animating you to purſue thok 
things which will promote your honour 
and felicity ; ſo you are to cheriſh in your 
boſoms a lively concern for his comfort 
and happineſs,—ever to treat him kindly, 
—caution him in a friendly manner againſt 

any thing which you apprehend * 


tt 
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be prejudicial to — him 
in every laudable ſcheme, encourage him 
by a converſation becoming the goſpel,— 
and aſſiſt him in his work, by endeavouring 
to bring your children, your ſervants, and 
all within the ſphere of your influence, to 
a decent and profitable attendance on * 


miniſtry. 


Your known equity and 1 as 
well as profeſſed regard to the authority of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who has ordained, 
that they who preach the goſpel, ſhall live by 
the goſpel, prevent me from mentioning 
particularly, the duty of affording him a 
decent ſupport, I will only recommend 
further to your attention on this ſubject, 
the exhortation of Paul, Silvanus, and 
Timothy, to the church of the Theſſalo- 
nians; We beſeech you, brethren, to know 
them who labour among you, and are over you - 
in the Lord, and admoniſh you; and to efleem 
2 highly in love for their work's ſake, and 

be at peace among  yourſebves,; and addreſs the 


petition to you in behalf of your Miniſter, 
wu 


which thoſe venerable Miniſters of Chrif 
addreſſed to the Church in behalf of them. 
ſelves, Pray for. bim! which if you do 
frequently, earneſtly, and with a proper 
ſpirit, it will excite you to the performance 
of every important duty towards him, 
Pray, therefore, for your Miniſter, bie- 
thren ! and ſhall we be denied our earneſt 
requeſt, if we preſent to you the Apoſtles 
petition in its full extent? we rely on your 
benevolence and piety ; Pray for us; that 
we may tale heed to the miniſiry which we 
have received in the Lord, and * ir wit 
fidelity and ſucceſs! 15 
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Various aud: inks are your Ae 
and motives to the diſcharge of ſuch du- 
ties as ariſe out of the relation that ſubſiſts 
between you and your Paſtor ; but it s 
that which ſprings immediately from the 
means by which it has been formed and 
eonfirmed, that I would ſuggeſt to your 
particular attention at this time. our 
mvitation to your Miniſter to ſettle among 
you, meluded a promiſe that. you would 

behave 
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behave towards him, in all reſpects, as be» 
comes a Chriſtian Church; his acceptance 
of your invitation has bound that promiſe 
upon you. The ſolemn ſervices of this 
day, which were appointed by your mutual 
deſire, and you have attended, I doubt not 
with ſincerity, judgment, and mutual af - 
fection, have confirmed it, and . 
declared "ou engagements, - Fr 


It is true, no * lieve been pro- 
poſed to you, to which an anſwer was 
expected, nor have you explicitly acknow - 
ledged any engagements, — but you have 
done it virtually, When your Paſtor 
declared, in the preſence of Gap, that he 
conſidered himſelf under ſacred engage- 
ments to diſcharge the various duties -of 
that office among you, by your defire and 
appointment, you were naturally  under- 
ſtood virtually to declare, that you acknow+ 
ledge yourſelves bound to maintain a ſpirit 
and converſation towards him, becoming 
Chriſtian people. Actions, you know, have 
a meaning as well as words, and ſuch is 
F the 
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the language of your chuſing your Paſtor; 
and deſiring him to be nnn 1 5 
among _ 


Indeed, 6 dds profeſſing chemſche 
in any manner, members of a. Chriſtian 
Church, men 1n effect declare, that they 
will behave towards its miniſter, deacon, 


and private members, as the Scriptures di- 


rect. Nay, though they do not profeſs to 
be members of any particular church,yet, 
if they have an opportunity of doing it, 
they are under obligations, and will be 


called to give an account of their conduct 


in this caſe; for it is not left to their own 
option, whether. they will publicly profeſs 
Chriſtianity, and obſerve its inſtitutions ot 
not,—But what I would particularly point 
out here is, that if perſons who call, or arc 


acceſſary to the ſettlement of, a miniſter 


among them, do not pay a proper regard 
to the directions of Scripture concerning 
their conduct towards him, they are 
chargeable with inconſiſtency, as well as 


the want of a —_ Chriſtian ſpirit; they. 
| act 


[ 67 ] 
act contrary to their engagements, and are 
in effect ſelf· condemned. 


* 


This, I truſt, will not be the caſe of any 
of you, my dear Cbriſtian Friends, I en- 
tertain a delightful hope, that you will ever 
behave, as becometh the Goſpel, towards 
your Paſtor, as well as in all other in- 
ſtances; and with ſincere deſires of your 
mutual happineſs, call upon every one in 
this aſſembly to join with me in fervent 
prayers to the God of all grace and con- 
ſolation, in the name of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, the only Mediator between on 


and men. 
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ERMIT me, Sir, upon this intereſting 

occaſion, to addreſs you in the lan- 
guage of the Apoſtle Paul to the Evange- 
lit Timothy.“ Take heed unto thyſelf, and 
to thy doctrine; continue in them: for in doing 
this thou ſhalt both ſave thyſelf, and them that 
bear thee. 


26 * 
Far be it from me, Sir, to preſume to 


dictate to you with a tone of authority: N 


—God forbid that I ſhould appear or be 
thought to aſſume a character to which 1 
have no claim, and make no pretenſions. « 
I mean only as a friend, as one affection- 


ately ſolicitous for your honour, comfort, 


and uſefulneſs, to offer the beſt advice in 
my power for your aſſiſtance in the diſ- 


21 Tim. iy, 16. 
N 


88 * 


5 


charge of that important and arduous 
office, to which your life is devoted, and 
to the faithful adminiſtration of which 
you have now laid yourſelf under the moſt 
ſolemn public engagements, in the pre. 
ſence of Gop and man—engagements, a 
pleaſing ſenſe of which will, I hope, abide 
upon your mind, and animate your heart, 
and influence your conduct, to the lateſt 
day of life. The advice which may be 
offered, you will accept or decline, as upon 
mature deliberation you may Judge moſt 


expedient, 


The Apoſtle in the text enforces upon 

his young friend (whom in a polite, popu- 

lous, and opulent city, devoted to luxury 

and diſſipation, he had left to ſupport the 

Intereſt of truth and religion) a very wiſe 

and comprehenſive exhortation, by a ver 
encouraging and cogent motive. Take 
* heed unto thyſelf, and to thy doctrine; 
continue in them: for in doing this thou 
e ſhalt both ſave 8 and them that 

e hear thee.” 
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After St. Paul's example, allow me, Sir, 
in the firſt place, to recommend it to you, 
to take heed to yourſelf, Take heed to 
your principles, to your temper and ſpirit, 
to your converſation, to your general con- 
duct, and to your motives. 2 399 


_ Firſt, Take heed to your principles. 
Cultivate your underſtanding, and enrich 
your memory with a copious treaſure of 
uſeful ideas; let your enquiries be directed 
to a variety of objects; and though it be 
impoſſible for any one to attain a compre- 
henſive knowledge of the whole circle of 
ſcience, and it be loſs of time to attempt it; 
yet our ideas, ſo far as they extend, ought # 
to be clear and diſtinct, or our pretended 

knowledge will prove to be little better 


than 1 Y * , 
pompous ignorance $6-. 1 


Maintain an habitual ſenſe of the weak- 
neſs and fallibility of the human under- 
ſtanding: this will preſerve you from 
dogmatical and a cenſorious ſpirit, and 


will diſpoſe you to receive with thankful- 
neſs 


vealed religion. Often ſurvey the works 


1 74 ] 
neſs any information which may tend to 
rectify your princi 1 , or to _ you 


views. 


bs 3 Py 0 — 


Let your dad attention be duch 
to thoſe ſubjects which are moſt intimately 
connected with your profeſſion, and which 
will beſt qualify you for it. - All true, all 
acceptable religion hath its foundation 
in the underſtanding; all the comfort of | 
religion, in a great degree, depends upon 
right apprehenſions of religious truth. No 
ſubject, therefore, ſo juſtly challenges the 
attention of a rational creature, and elpe- 
cially of the Chriſtian Miniſter. 


Allow me, therefore, to recommend it 
to you, Sir, to form an extenſive acquaint- 
ance with the evidences of natural and re- 


of nature; take notice of the marks of 
deſign which are there exhibited, of the 
exact congruity of means to ends, of the 
production of the moſt complicated effects 

by the {im pleſt cauſes ;—remark thoſe phæ- 
* nomen 


16 

nomena which moſt clearly demonſtrate the 
agency of Gop in the ſupport and govern- 
ment of the world ;—and endeavour, above 


mind juſt and worthy thoughts of Gon. 
Ever conceive of the great Parent of the 
univerſe, not as ignorance imagines, nor 
as ſuperſtition pourtrays him, a gloomy, 
arbitrary, revengeful tyrant; not as the 
ſlothful ſervant repreſents him, @ hard and 
an auſtere maſter, reaping where he hath not 
fron, and gathering where he hath not ſtrawed; 


demonſtrate him, the wiſeſt, the greateſt, 
and the beſt of beings; the moſt liberal of 
benefactors, the moſt indulgent of parents, 


the moſt tender and faithful of friends; - 


whoſe very eſſence is Love, the — 
ons of whoſe government all originate in 


boundleſs benignity, directed by undring. 
wiſdom; whoſe great deſign is the virtue 


and happineſs of his intelligent offspring; 
and who is beſt pleaſed with thoſe ſervices . 


which flow from a filial and cheerful 
ſpirit. | 


| x 


all things, to form and to preſerve in your 


but, as his word declares, and as his works 


% 
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If you thus think of Gop, (and ſurely 
this is the moſt philoſophical, as well as the 
moſt amiable view of the Supreme Being) 
you cannot but admire and love him;— 

| you cannot but delight in his ſervice, 
and you cannot but feel a ſtrong impulſe 
to communicate to others the ſame ho- 
nourable and worthy apprehenſions, which 

you yourſelf entertain of Gop and his go- 
vernment, and to engage them in the ſer- 
vice of ſo good a Maſter—a ſervice of all 
others the moſt honourable, the moſt ad- 
vantageous, and the moſt delightful, 


Gop hath condeſcended to impart to the 
human race a revelation of his will; with 
the evidences of this revelation, it becomes 
you, Sir, as a Miniſter of the Goſpel, to 
be thoroughly acquainted. Study them 
with diligence, with impartiality, with | 
courage. Shrink not back from any diffi- 
culty ; meet every objection in its greateſt 
force; ſift and examine it thoroughly. 
Truth aſks for nothing but fair and free 
enquiry, for this muſt ultimately enſure | 
ſucceſs. The evidences of revealed religion 
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; 
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will and, and have ſtood, the teſt of the 
moſt rigorous ſcrutiny; and I am. confi- 
dent that the better you underſtand them, 
the more ſatisfactory, the more demon- 
ſtrative, will they appear; and the more 
diligently you examine the objections of 
infidelity, the more clearly will you diſcern 
their fallacy and futility. 


But what Gop hath thought fit to reveal 
for the inſtruction, the reformation, and 
the ſalvation of mankind, it muſt be of the 
higheſt importance that man ſhould know 
and underſtand. To ſearch the Scrip- 
tures, therefore, which contain the words 
of eternal life, muſt be a duty of univerſal 
obligation, but in the Chriſtian Minifter- | 
abſolutely indiſpenſible. With him it 
ſhould be an object of the moſt ſolicitoug 
concern to acquire a clear, comprehenſive, 
conſiſtent view of revealed truth; and in 
order to this, the word of God muſt be 
the man of his counſel, and the ſacred 
oracles muſt be the ſubject of his moſt ſe- 
rious, diligent, and impartial enquiries. 
Bleſſed 


* 2 


I 

Bleſſed be Gop, all that is eſſential to 
ſalvation is plain and obvious; but in the 
Holy Scriptures there are ſome things hard 
to be underſtood, which the ignorant and the 
unſtable wreft to, their own deſtruction: and 
he muſt be a novice indeed . in theological 
ſcience, who doth not know, that many 
controverſies have riſen, and ſtill ſubſiſt, in 
the Chriſtian world, upon fubjerts: of no 
ſmall practical i Wen 7 


As the world gradually improves, —as 
ſcience of every kind is in a rapid progreſs, 
—as great attention is paid to theological 
enquiries in particular, by perſons of dif- 

 tinguiſhed eminence for ability and learn- 
ing. —as freedom of enquiry and diſcuſion 

- - Prevails in a degree unknown in former 
ages, —and as the light and ſpirit of the 
goſpel are diffuſing themſelves through the 
world, there ſeems reaſon to hope, that 
many of thoſe controverſies which now 
_. agitate the Chriſtian church will, in pro- 
| ceſs of time, find a proper termination, 
and that doubts and difficulties will ceaſe to 
| hang 


= 
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hang upon many ſubjects, which now 
give riſe to painful embarraſſment, and to 
warm and often acrimonious NINE 


But this period is not t yet arrived, nor 
is it likely to take place ſoon; and till 
that happy ſeaſon of light and tranquility 
ſhall come, it is the duty of every Chrif- 
tian, ſo far as opportunity ſhall preſent, 
to acquire information upon theſe ſubjects, 
which are of the greateſt importance; but 
it is a duty peculiarly incumbent upon 
the Chriſtian Miniſter, that ſo he may be 
well qualified to inſtruct the ignorant, to 
ſupport the cauſe of truth, and to oppoſe 
with ſucceſs the progreſs of pernicious er- 
rors; and the grand teſt, by which a. | 
doctrines mult be tried, is the Scriptures, . 
—the Scriptures explained not merely ac- 
cording to the ſound of the words in the 
Engliſh tranſlation, but according to the 
true ſenſe and ſpirit of the ſacred writers, 
ſo far as this can be aſcertained by the 
connexion, of the paſſage, the accurate 


ſtudy of the original text, and by the beſt 
means 


„ 8 


WF 
means did: can be uſed. for this au 
poſe, 


I have too high an opinion, Sir, both 
of your underſtanding and of your heart, 
to ſuppoſe that, at your age, you can have 
made up your mind completely upon ſub. 
jects concerning which the -wiſeſt and the 
beſt. of men have been divided in their 
ſentiments. I am confident, therefore, 
that you will think it your indiſpenſible 
duty to ſearch the Scriptures with diligence, 
with candour, with humility, with ardent 
zeal, determined to follow evidence whi- 
therſoever it may lead, and to avow and 
teach, at the hazard of every thing dear to 
you in life, whatever you apprehend to be 
the grand, important, practical truths of 

the goſpel, whether men will hear or whe- 
ther they will forbear; eſteeming it your ho- 
nour, if you ſhould be accounted worthy 
to ſuffer ſhame and loſs for a faithful adhe- 
rence to truth and goodneſs. And I am 
perſuzted, that, impreſſed with a lively 
ſenſe of the extreme difficulty of diſcover- 
| ing 


* 


＋ 


18 * 

ing truth amidſt the confuſion of contro- 
= and the darkneſs of prejudice, you 
will often lift up your anxious heart to 
Him who giveth liberally and upbraideth 
none, for thoſe illuminating influences of 
heavenly grace which are neceſſary to diſpel 
the miſts of error, and to guide the bewild · 
ered mind into. Ow of wiſdom and 

ruth, | | 3? 


All revealed truth muſt be profitable: an 
unprofitable revelation is little leſs than a 
contradiction. in terms; yet it muſt be 
acknowledged that all truths are not 
equally uſeful. It is therefore an import- 
ant branch of miniſterial prudence to diſ- 
tinguiſh amongſt things that differ, and 
to prefer thoſe which are moſt excellent; 
to judge of the relative importance of a 
doctrine by its practical tendency; and to 
inſiſt chiefly upon thoſe. truths which 
animate the heart and rectify the life. 


2dly. Take heed to your temper and 
ſpirit, . | et 
G | This | 
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This is of the utmoſt importance to the 
Chriſtian Miniſter ;—without it, the moſt 
juſt and comprehenſive views of religious 
truth will be of little value. 


Firſt then, take heed that your . k 
right in the fight of God. Upon this head 


. of advice enlargement 1s needleſs. I am 


confident that you would regard an irre. 
ligious and vicious Miniſter as a moſt 
contemptible character. I am perſuaded 


that you would never have preſumed to 


enter upon the ſacred office, if you were 
not conſcious that you could humbly ap- 


peal to Him who ſearcheth the heart, for 


the purity of your motives, and the ſince- 
rity of your views. 


Permit me, nevertheleſs, to recommend it 
to you to cultivate 4 devotional ſpirit. By a 
devotional ſpirit, I mean thoſe diſpoſitions 
and affections of which Gop is the im- 
mediate object: theſe are, veneration, love, 
gratitude, confidence, reſignation, and joy. 
This ſpirit is to be acquired by 

| | J 


* 
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by meditation, by reading the devotional 
parts of the Scriptures and other pious 
writings, and by contemplating the works 
of Gop and the diſpenſations of his go- 
vernment ; and it delights to expreſs itſelf 
in immediate addreſſes of adoration, thankſ- 
giving, ſelf-dedication, and prayer, to the 
Supreme Being, both in public and in 
private, at ſtated times, and upon occaſi- 
onal emergencies. It is indeed a habit of 
referring every thing to Gop, and is a 
never-failing ſource of exquiſite conſola- 
tion and delight ; it elevates and refines 
the heart; it dignifies the character, and 
ſtrengthens the mind; it enlarges the 
views; it conſecrates every motive; and 
inſpires the Chriſtian Miniſter with ardent 
zeal and heroic fortitude to do, or to ſuffer, 
any thing that may be neceſlary to the 

ſucceſs of the great cauſe in which he is 
embarked, and to the advancement of 
which his life and his lahours are cheer- 
fully devoted. | 


Watt a A ſpirit” 


* . . N = a a — = — - -_ — — 2 8 
— ”w — — - — EEE W — — —— 6 — — 2 X _ — S LIE = — . C * "Ls — 8 > * . — — 4 
- W >, ” - - 3 2 224 92 — ". $4 7 - - — 2 - A « 4, — — — — 2 — 
C FP * . > = _ 
”T > 
» 
” 
* 


your benevalent wiſhes extend to all your 


and your exertions to promote the intereſt 


. 

A ſpirit of genuine and rational devotig 
will naturally produce henevalence, which 
18 the next virtue, the culture of which in 
your own breaſt I would recommend u 
your aſſiduous attention. Cheriſh a gene. 
rous, friendly, affectionate ſpirit, La 


fellow-creatures, and your benevolent ex. 
ertions, as far as your influence peaches 
Rejoice with thoſe who rejoice, and weep 
with thoſe who weep. Do good to all u 
you have opportunity, and heſitate not to 
deny yourſelf, that you may promote the 
improvement and the happineſs of others. 
You know the grace of our Lord Jeſus Chrif, 
that though he was rich, and capable of ſup- 
plying himſelf with all the conveniencies 
and elegancies of life, yet for our ſakes he 
ſubmitted voluntarily to humiliation and 
indigence, that we by bis poverty might be 
rich, Let the ſame mind be in you, which 
ſo conſpicuouſly exhibited itſelf in your 
great Maſter : by this means you will 
conciliate general affection and eſteem, 


of 


185 J 
of religion will be more echte and 
efficacious. | 


Be zealous ;--be ⁊ealous in your reſearches 
after knowledge, and eſpecially after that 
knowledge which may be of the moſt ef- 
ſential ſervice to you in the duties of your 
profeſſion. Buy the truth, and think no 
price too deaf for the purchaſe .- dig for 
it an. for hidden treaſure. Be zealous in the 
diſcharge of the various duties of your life 
and miniſtry, Magniſ your office ; that is, 
impreſs upon your mind, a practical habi- 
tual ſenſe of its great dignity and iniport- 
ance; cheerfully ſacrifice every thing to the 
faithful, conſcientious diſcharge of the 
duties of it; and account not even /ife it- 


{if dear, fo that you en 
with joy. 


Permit me en to recommend to you 
the cultivation of @ candid, catholic ſpirit. 
Never be aſhamed of Chrift, or of bis words. 
Never heſitate to avow upon every proper 
occaſion, what you apprehend to be the 

| G 3 genuine 
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genuine doctrines of revelation. But do 
not think ill of thoſe perſons who enter. 
tain ſentiments moſt oppoſite to your own, 
if you have reaſon to believe that they have 
been honeſt and diligent in their enqui- 
ries, or indeed if .you have not the moſt 
direct evidence of the contrary. Do not 
aſcribe to them improper motives; do 
not repreſent them, as biaſſed by intereſt 
or criminal prejudice, or as intentionally 
ſhutting their eyes againſt the light. Vl 
are we, that ue ſhould judge another man' 
ſervant? To bis own maſter he flanderb or 
falleth. Therefore judge nothing before the 
time. If we think it hard to be cenſured 
and condemned for the ſentiments we 
adopt, after ſerious, and, to the beſt of our 
judgment, fair and impartial enquiry, let 
not us raſhly and inconſiſtently condemn 
others. We can hardly make ſufficient 
allowance for the neceſſary conſequence of 
different modes of education, and early 
habits of thinking, which often faſcinate 
and bewilder the ſtrongeſt and the moſt 
LE upright minds. 
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You 


You think it your duty to aſſociate with - 
the non-conforming Churches, and you 
Juſtly claim the right of private judgment 
in religious concerns. I am ſure, you diſ- 
dain the thought, in any circumſtances, .in 
any company, or upon any occaſion, of a 
mean diſingenuous ſhrinking - from your 
principles, and are not unwilling to bear 
the opprobrium which is often -unjuſtly 
caſt upon the worthy cauſe which you 
eſpouſe. But while you diſſent from eſta- 
bliſhed modes of. worſhip, upon Chriſtian 
principles and with manly Ms" you 
will, I am perſuaded, think it right to diſ- 
ſent with decency; and -while'you enter 
your public and zealous proteſt againſt - 
eſtabliſhed. errors, you will ſcrupulouſly 
abſtain from all illiberal perſonal inveQtive. 
Even when reviled, you will not revile 
again; but will practiſe the truly Chriſtian. 
leſſon, to bleſs thoſe who curſe you, and to 
melt down hatred. by mildneſs and chgity« 


ally, Take heed 0 your converſation by 
Y . 7 


* 
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He that refraineth his lips is wife, And 
here, Sir, permit me to remark, that 4 
Chriftian Miniſter ſhould be particular 
careful not to ſpend too much time infrive. 
lous converſation, in relling or hearing ſme 
new thing. Of all men it is moſt neceſſary 
for him to remember that for every idls wer 
we are to give account at the day of judgment, 


and that by our words we ſhall be juſtified, 
and by our words we ſhall be condemned. It 


your ſpeech (ſaith the Apoſtle) be aluays with 
grace, ſeaſoned with ſalt, and OY to the 
edification of the hearers. | 


Let your converfation be 1 in- 
tructive, and, upon proper oceaſions, li- 
gious. I truſt that you know me too well 
to ſuppoſe that I am an enemy to innocent 
cheerfulneſs; much leſs will you imagine 
that I mean to recommend a formal pe- 
dantic affectation of larding your diſcourſe 
with moral obſervations, or of obtruding 
religious topics upon every company and 
every occaſion. This over-officious- zeal 
is abſurd and ridiculous; it is peculiarly 


ungraceful 
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ungraceful in young people; Wen ade | 
no valuable end; it expoſes religion to con- 


tempt, and excites a ſuſpicion of hypo- 
criſy. But let your mind be well furniſhed 
with valuable ideas, and your converſation 
will naturally take an inſtructive turn; let 
your heart be enriched with warm ſenti- 
ments of devotion, and your diſcourſe will 
derive a beautiful tinge: from it, without 
any art or labour, and without the leaſt 
appearance or faſpicion of affectation or 
artifice ; for ou? of the men of the heart 
the mouth ſpeaketh. = | | 


4thly. Take Rene to your condueh. 


The general ruby hare &s io a&t in cha- 
racter. Act as becomes a Miniſter of the 
Golpel. Act as one who firmly believes, | 
and is deeply and habitually impreſſed by, 
the important truths which he ineulcates 

upon others. Let vholeſome dorinE be 
enforced by a holy life, Give no occaſion 
to any to reproach your conduct as incon- 
ſiſtent with your Pn nor to report 


that 
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head, Abſtain not only from things that 
are unlawful, but likewiſe from things that 


but little true zeal, who cannot deny him- 


[ go ] 


that your religion 1s confined to the pulpit, 
Be yourſelf a living and eminent example 
of that temper and ſpirit which you re. 


habitual propriety, dignity, and ſeriouſ. 
neſs of your own conduct, that religion is 
a practicable thing, and that you are not 
binding burdens upon others which you 
are yourſelf unwilling to bear. 


Will you permit me to add under this 


are inexpedien. from things that edify net. 
Give no unneceſſary offence, | that tbe mi- 
niſtry be not blamed. Cheerfully abridge 
yourſelf of thoſe indulgencies which may 
injures your character and impede your 
uſefulneſs. Methinks a Miniſter can have 


ſelf a few temporary gratifications, how- 
ever innocent, however pleaſing, for the 
ſake of promoting more effectually the 
grand object of his profeſſion, T 


5thly 3 Take heed to your motives. 


'# 


„ 

Self- knowledge is a moſt difficult at- 
tainment. To decypher the complex * 
tives of human actions, is no eaſy taſk 
To guard, therefore, effectually apainſ 
ſelf-delufion, ' the heart muſt be watched 
with the greateſt care and circumſpection. 

| Allow me then, Sir, to recommend that 
you often examine” the motives by which 
you are influenced, and that you diſcard 
all that will not bear the ſtric̃t ſcrutiny of 
conſcience, and the all-ſeeing 'eye of Gov. 
Riſe above all intereſted" conſiderations. 
Let not avarice or ambition find place in 
your heart, Diveſt yourſelf of that fearof 
man which bringeth a ſnare.” And though 
you cannot but deſire and rejoice in the 
countenance and ſupport of the wiſe and 
worthy; yet remember, that there is ſome- 
thing which, to a faithful Miniſter; is of 
ſtill greater importance - the approbation 
of conſcience and of Go | 1# Iſeek to pleaſt 
men, (ſaith the Apoſtle) I am no longer the 

ſervant of Chriſt. Study, therefore, to ſhew 
yourſelf approved unto God: and let this be 


your rejoicing, even the teſtimony of conſcience, 
: # that 
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that in fimplicity and godly fincerity, not wit 
Aeſbiy wiſdom, but by the grace of God, jn 
have had your converſation in the world, Fn 


— ED 


The ſecond part of the Apoſile's adi 
is, Take heed to your doctrine. 


And in the firſt place, let your doctrine 
be rational and truly evangelical. Let it be 
agreeable to ſound reaſon, and to the tenor 
of the Scriptures. Theſe directions are by 
no means inconſiſtent with each other, as 

ſome feem to apprehend. To repreſent 
the Scriptures as at variance with reaſon, 
is the greateſt affront which can poſlibly 
be offered to them, next to that of repre- 
ſenting them as encouraging immorality. 
What Gop has joined together, let not 
man put aſunder. Let your doctrine be 
truly evangelical, and it will always 4 
to be N rational. 
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. doctrine be „ | 
practical; let it proceed from the heart, 
and not from the head only. No preach- 


by 
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ing can reaſonably be expected to be of 
much uſe, which does not (as Lord Bacon 
expreſſes ag reach men's buſineſs and 
boſoms. Let practical ſubjects often en- 
gage your attention; and let thoſe grand, 

intereſting, fundamental truths be chiefly 
inſiſted upon, which have the moſt direct 
tendency to enlighten the underſtanding, 
to improve the heart, to elevate the affecti- 
ons, and to form and ſtrengthen habits of 
virtue and piety. 


Let your doctrine be ſuitable. Let it be 
properly adapted to the reſpective caſes of 
perſons of different ranks in life, of diffe- 
rent circumſtances, ages, and characters. 
And here, Sir, allow me earneſtly to re- 
commend it to you, to be particularly 
attentive to the inſtruction of youth. If 
any good is to be expected from the Chriſ- 


tian miniſtry, it is chiefly amongſt thoſe pi 


whoſe prejudices are not riveted, whoſe 
hearts are not tainted by habitual vice, 
whoſe affections are not 2 by 


mean and fecular objects. . N 
10 
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Let your dòctrine be ſeaſonable. Let it 


be diſpenſed upon every proper occaſion, 
both in public and in private; be inſtant 
in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon, and neglect no 


opportunity of doing good. 
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Let your doctrine be clothed in proper 
language; not in a ſlovenly, careleſs, yul. 
gar ſtile, for that is beneath the dignity of 
the pulpit, and tends to degrade your ſub- 
ject, and to diſguſt your hearers; not in 
an abſtruſe, laboured, artificial ſtile, for 
that to many would be unintelligible;— 
but let your doctrine be exhibited in that 

language which is moſt ſimple, moſt plain, 

moſt forcible, which will beſt enlighten the 
underſtanding, and find the readieſt acceſs 
to the heart. 
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Let it be diſpenſed in a ſuitable manner. 
Feel your ſubject, and ſpeak like one who 
is deeply impreſſed with it—like one who 
is addreſſing men upon their moſt import- 
ant concerns. Abhor the thou ght of lay- 
ing traps for applauſe. Let there be no- 

39 thing 
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thing in your language, nor in your man- 
ner, which ſhould lead your hearers to 
queſtion your ſincerity, and to conclude 
that you are thinking more upon yourſelf 
than upon your ſubject. At the ſame time; 
be very careful to avoid whatever may be 
aukward or diſguſting in attitude, in ac- 
tion, or in tone of voice, -Speak with 
propriety, with gravity, with ſeriouſneſs; 
with energy, with affection; and let it 
appear to your hearers, that you have no- 
thing ſo much at heart as to promote 
their inſtruction, their edification, and 
their comfort, 


Finally; Let your doctrine be recom- 
mended by your example, and let all be 
accompanied with prayer to God,” for his 
aſſiſtance and efficacious bleſſing, without 
which Paul may plant, and Apollos water, in 
vain, | 


Take "heed, then, to thyſelf, and ta thy 
defirine, The Apoſtle adds, continue in 
them; and permit me, Sir, to hint the ſame 

advice 


„ [$3 3 
advige to you. You have entered upon 
_y honourable and important, as well u 
a very ardyous office, You ſerve @ ju 
and a generous Maſter, whoſe yoke is ca, 
whoſe burden is light, whoſe. ſervice h 
freedom and honour, whoſe aſſiſtance i 
ever ready, and whoſe rewards are gloriou 
and eternal. Continue in his ſervice to 
the end of life; at leaſt, let no trivial con- 
ſideration induce you to deſert it; and 
having once put your hand to the plough, 
think not of looking back. Let not the 
love of caſe, the proſpect of gain, the at- 
tractions of pleaſure, the dread af difficulty, 
the experience of trials ; no, nor even the 
apparent want of ſucceſs, that greateſt of 
all diſcouragements, turn aſide the firm 
and ſteady purpoſe of your ſoul. Be tho 
faithful unto death, and thou Halt re receive 4 
croun of liſe. 


The Apoſtle concludes his exhortation 
by a moſt animating motive: Ii ſe doing, * 
thou ſhalt both ſave aſe If, and 008 that 


hear thee. 


H 
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By the faithful, conſcientious Mes | 

of the duties of your office, you ſhall-ſave ' 
yourſelf. In the beſt manner of which frail 
human nature is capable, you will have 
glorified Gop in the world, and will have 
finiſhed the work. that was given you 1 do; © 
you will be clear of the blood of all men; 
you will have made full proof of your mi- 
niſiry; your work, therefore, will be with the 
Lord, and your reward with ow Gl. 


And there is alſo reaſon eo hips, har 
through the divine bleſſing, you willaccom- 
pliſh the grand object you have in view in 


aſſuming the miniſterial character - ibe ſal. 


vation of your hearers. You will have uſed 
the beſt means for this purpoſe; you will 
have ſought and obtained the bleſſing of 

Gop; and your faithful labours will be 
rendered uſeful—uſeful, perhaps, far be- 
yond your preſent expectation, yea poſſibly 
beyond any thing you may know or ap- 


prehend, till you meet thoſe who have been 7 


inſtructed, and edified, and ſaved by your 
miniſtry, with inexpreſſible mutual fatis- 
n ba 
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aden at the tribunal of: your * 
Matern 3 = 
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But if your final ſaccels noun 
reſpond with your generous wiſhes . 
your ſtrenuous unremitted exertio 
member, for your encouragement, that 
| Maſter whom you ſerve knows, apf 
and accepts, the benevolent purpoſes of vo 
heart; and that your faithful end 
to promote the intereſt of truth and gall 
neſs, ſhall be a feet ſavour to God in tee 


that periſh, as well as in them that Heli 
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